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Goals of this research:
  - to find out whether early members of the parish 
enslaved people
  - to find out whether early members of the parish 
profited from the slavery economy - through 
investments or other commercial connections with 
Northern and/or Southern slavery
  - to find out whether any early parishioners were 
involved in antislavery activism
  - to find out whether any parish connections can 
lead us to new knowledge about enslaved persons 
in our community - persons largely lost to history



Find records - vestry 

minutes, parish 

registers - for the 

earliest years of the 

parish (through 1870 

or so)



Is there a written or even 

published history of the 

parish?



If none of these exist, 

we’ll explore other 

options together (see 

below)



Compile a list of names of parishioners with their 

known church connections and dates

Last name First name Slaveowner? Antislavery? Address Business Connections/family Other info



Last Name First Name Warden, Years Vestry, Years Other church connection

Adams James L/A 1851-53

Baldwin Augustus O 1860-66

Barnard Daniel P 1855-61

Bartow Edgar J 1851-56 memorial tablet, 1871

Baxter Charles H 1860-61

Brush Conklin 1851-56

Carter William H 1854-58

Clark Peter 1854-55

Cook Moses 1851-54

Deming George 1857-59

Fenton Aaron D 1857-60 1851-56, 61

From the vestry minutes: 

 - those serving as wardens and vestrymen and their dates of service

 - those running for election and not being elected (if recorded), and the year(s) of those elections

 - anyone else mentioned in the minutes for any reason, the reason for mentioning them, and the date



From parish registers: 

 - start with confirmation and communicant lists, 

as those will be active parishioners - list them 

with dates

 - then look for those names in marriage, baptism, 

and funeral listings to add family members - list 

with dates 

 - note that other marriages, baptisms, and 

funerals may not be active members, so names 

found there should be added to the list only if 

there is evidence of attachment to the parish



If there’s a history of the parish:

 - look for a list of communicants, 

founding vestry members, or 

other names that can be compiled



If the parish was founded before 

1827, the end of legal slavery in 

New York State, then look up all 

names dated before 1827 on 

NESRI to determine if any were 

owners of enslaved persons

https://nesri.commons.gc.cuny.edu/


Last Name First Name Warden Vestry slaveowners?

Bach Robert 1824, 32-36 Yes

Carpender/Carpenter John Yes

Carpender/Carpenter William 1795 Yes

Carter Robert 1824 No

Clarke James B 1824 Yes

Cornell John 1795 Yes

Cornwell William 1824 No

Durell/Dayrell Paul 1795 Yes

Fisher John No

Keep a list of those who were not slaveowners as well: these are people who chose not to 

participate in this practice

 - their reasons may never be illuminated, but their choice is itself a powerful statement

 - see below regarding the New York Manumission Society and anti-slavery movements



Whenever your 

parish was 

founded:



Research names on 

ancestry.com or 

familysearch.org to find family 

members, especially parents 

and grandparents

https://www.familysearch.org/en/


Check findagrave.com for 

similar information

https://www.findagrave.com/


Then: look up parents and/or 

grandparents on NESRI to see if any of 

them were slaveowners (did early 

members grow up in a household with 

enslaved persons?)

https://nesri.commons.gc.cuny.edu/


Next: Find a local town or 

city directory for the 

period (try local historical 

societies), and look up all 

names for addresses and 

occupations: are any of 

these people making their 

living from the slavery 

economy?



Look up names (including 

ancestors and children) on 

websites for the New York 

Manumission Society and 

American abolitionists to 

see if any early members 

were antislavery activists

http://triptych.brynmawr.edu/cdm/ref/collection/HC_QuakSlav/id/4605
http://triptych.brynmawr.edu/cdm/ref/collection/HC_QuakSlav/id/4605
http://www.americanabolitionists.com/
http://triptych.brynmawr.edu/cdm/ref/collection/HC_QuakSlav/id/4605


Look for other sources of 

information:



local newspapers - look 

especially for 

announcements of births 

and marriages, and 

obituaries, involving either 

your parish or names 

you’ve connected to the 

parish



local birth records, 

especially 1799-1827, for 

registration of those born 

to enslaved parents: can we 

compile a list of names of 

enslaved persons who can 

then be further 

researched?



paintings or other art from that period that might illuminate the 

community and practices of slavery or antislavery



paintings or other art from that period that might illuminate the 

community and practices of slavery or antislavery



local histories: is your parish 

mentioned? are there any 

names listed in a description of 

its early years?



Take care of each other - 

this is difficult work
  - try to have a team of volunteers working 

together, so they can talk to each other about 

what they’re learning and how they’re feeling 

about it - and can pray for each other and with 

each other

  - as you uncover the difficult information 

about parishioners enslaving people, 

remember those who chose not to



Link to the UPH website:
  - there are valuable resources here

  - there is also the reassurance that your church is not alone -

look at the other parishes doing this same work

https://www.edliparishhistories.org/

